
A GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE – APRIL 10, 2020 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION 
We are gathered tonight to recall the betrayal and passion of our Lord. 
Are you ready to come to the feet of Christ, 
whose Life was poured out for you? 
By the grace of God, we are. 
Can you watch while Jesus prays in the garden? 
By the grace of God, we can. 
Will you follow Jesus, even to his condemnation and death? 
By the grace of God, we will. 
Then let us worship God, even in the hours of darkness. 
God of all grace and steadfast love, 
be with us and remain with us. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION & PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God, in the passion of our Lord Jesus, we behold the mystery of your suffering. 
How great is your love for us, and how inadequate is our response. We hold back, look 
away, close our eyes. We say too much, except when we don’t say anything. We duck 
responsibility and squander our talents and deny your truth. Still Jesus reaches out to 
us. Even from the cross, he reaches out to us. Help us receive what we do not deserve.  
Forgive us. Save us. Bring us from the tomb of our sin, so that we may live a new life, 
following the one who died for us, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
HYMN                                When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (v. 1)  

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 
  
 
 
First Reading                   Anguished Cry of the God-Forsaken  
Psalm 22:1-8, 14-18                               
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
   Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?  
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
   and by night, but find no rest.  
 
Yet you are holy, 



   enthroned on the praises of Israel.  
In you our ancestors trusted; 
   they trusted, and you delivered them.  
To you they cried, and were saved; 
   in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.  
 
But I am a worm, and not human; 
   scorned by others, and despised by the people.  
All who see me mock at me; 
   they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;  
‘Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— 
   let him rescue the one in whom he delights!’ … 
 
I am poured out like water, 
   and all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; 
   it is melted within my breast;  
my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 
   and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
   you lay me in the dust of death.  
 
For dogs are all around me; 
   a company of evildoers encircles me. 
My hands and feet have shriveled;  
I can count all my bones. 
They stare and gloat over me;  
they divide my clothes among themselves, 
   and for my clothing they cast lots.  
 
 
Second Reading            Affliction of God’s Chosen Servant               
Isaiah 53:1-5             
Who has believed what we have heard? 
   And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?  
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
   and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  
He was despised and rejected by others; 
   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces 
   he was despised, and we held him of no account.  
 
Surely he has borne our infirmities 



   and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
   struck down by God, and afflicted.  
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
   crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
   and by his bruises we are healed. 
 
 
Third Reading            Vindication of God’s Servant 
Isaiah 53:6-12                               
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
   we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 
   the iniquity of us all.  
 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
   yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
   so he did not open his mouth.  
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
   Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
   stricken for the transgression of my people.  
They made his grave with the wicked 
   and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
   and there was no deceit in his mouth.  
 
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. 
When you make his life an offering for sin, 
   he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.  
   Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
   The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
   and he shall bear their iniquities.  
Therefore, I will allot him a portion with the great, 
   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
   and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
   and made intercession for the transgressors.  



 
 
HYMN                                     What Wondrous Love is This (v. 1) 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the heavy cross for my soul! 
   
 
Fourth Reading       Preparation of the Passover Meal; Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
Mark 14:12-25      
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples 
said to him, “Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?” So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the 
owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and 
ready. Make preparations for us there.” So, the disciples set out and went to the city, 
and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 
When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places 
and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is 
eating with me.” They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, 
“Surely, not I?” He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into 
the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one 
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to 
have been born.” 
 
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it 
to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks 
he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of 
the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
 
 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE                  Using our own elements  

Let us break bread together…  
Let us drink wine together … 

 
 
Fourth Reading, continued            Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 
Mark 14:26-31                              



When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to 
them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written, 
‘I will strike the shepherd, 
   and the sheep will be scattered.’  
But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 
 
Peter said to him, “Even though all become deserters, I will not.” Jesus said to him, 
“Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me 
three times.” But he said vehemently, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny 
you.” And all of them said the same. 
 
 
Fifth Reading                     Jesus prays in Gethsemane / His betrayal 
Mark 14:32-50                                       
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 
pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and 
agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and 
keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, 
if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you all 
things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you 
want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? 
Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come into 
the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again, he went 
away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He 
came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! 
The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us 
be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him 
there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the 
elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; 
arrest him and lead him away under guard.” So, when he came, he went up to him at 
once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested 
him. But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high 
priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in the temple 
teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” All of them 
deserted him and fled. 
 
 
RESPONSE                     Go to Dark Gethsemane (v. 1 only)  

Go to dark Gethsemane, 
All that feel the tempter’s power; 



Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 
Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away, 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 
 
Sixth Reading                     Peter denies knowing Jesus 
Mark 14:66-72                   
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came 
by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also were 
with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or 
understand what you are talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then the 
cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, 
“This man is one of them.” But again, he denied it. Then after a little while the 
bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them; for you are a 
Galilean.” But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are 
talking about.” At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter 
remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me 
three times.” And he broke down and wept. 
 
 
Seventh Reading                Jesus Brought Before Pilate 
Mark 15:1-15        
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say 
so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have 
you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no 
further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 
asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 
murder during the insurrection. So, the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for 
them according to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for 
you the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief 
priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 
release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish 
me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify 
him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Crucify him!” So, Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
 
 



RESPONSE       O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (v. 1)                  
O sacred head, now wounded, 

With grief and shame weighed down; 
Now scornfully surrounded 

With thorns, Thine only crown; 
O sacred Head, what glory, 

What bliss till now was Thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 

I joy to call Thee mine. 
 
 
Eighth Reading              The Crucifixion & Death of Jesus  
Mark 15:21-39             
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the 
place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine 
mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes 
among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 
 
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one 
on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the same way the chief priests, along with 
the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, 
so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
 

The lights are dimmed 
 
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders 
heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge 
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed 
his last.  
 

The Christ Candle is extinguished 
 
And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 
“Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
 



A moment of silence is kept 
 
SOLO   Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?  Lisa Buchanan 

 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
 
Ninth Reading                The Burial of Jesus                 
Mark 15:42-47         
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also 
himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned 
from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. Then 
Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, 
and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against 
the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the 
body was laid. 
 

All remaining lights are turned off 
 
THE STRIPPING OF THE TABLE & REMOVAL OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

We depart from this service in silence and darkness 


