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Take my Love; my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

“Take My Life,” v. 6, in The Presbyterian Hymnal, #391 
 

This hymn, “Take My Life,” has been a favorite of mine for many years. In 
fact, I chose it to close my Service of Ordination way back in October 
1993! It expresses beautifully a total consecration to God … a surrender in 
which we humbly acknowledge that we “belong body and soul, in life and 
in death” to Jesus Christ.  
 

In this month of October, we will explore this central truth of our faith 
through our 2020 Stewardship theme, "Ever, Only, All for Thee" – inspired 
of course by that great hymn’s final verse. On three successive Sundays – 
October 18, October 25, and November 1 – we will journey together 
through the scriptures, buoyed up with inspired music, and ultimately, 
rededicate ourselves to Christ and his mission:  
 

October 18  - "Ever, Only, All for Thee," based on Matthew 22:15-22 
(Paying tax to Caesar or not) 

 

October 25  - "Heart, Soul, and Mind," based on Matthew 22:34-40 
(Jesus teaching the Greatest Commandment) 

 

November 1 - “To the Glory of God,” based on Revelation 7:9-17  
 (A vision of the redeemed saints before the Throne of God).  
 This day will be Dedication Sunday, on which we prayerfully 

dedicate our pledges for 2021 for the work of God’s Kingdom 
through the ministry and outreach of Friendship Presbyterian 
Church. 

 

These last several months have been difficult, but we have been sustained 
by the Divine presence, a Love which will never let us go. In this sure and 
certain truth, may we again consecrate ourselves to the Lord and serve Him 
with diligence and faithfulness. 
 

Grateful to be on the Journey with You, 
Tom Buchanan 
Pastor 

mailto:pastortom@gotofriendship.org
https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipPresbyterianChurch/
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Sunday Morning Coffee & Fellowship and  
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

 

On Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM, we gather online on Zoom, for 
fellowship and conversation on the scriptures being read in online 
worship for the day! Tuesday morning Bible study on Zoom also 
continues each week at 10:30 AM. If you would like to join in either 
or both of these opportunities, please send an email to 
PastorTom@GoToFriendship.org … and you’ll be added to the 
Zoom invitation lists each week. 

 

 

 

Online giving is available on our web site! This is an easy, safe, 
and secure way to make donations to the church, without having to 
go to the trouble of writing and mailing a check. Simply go to our 
web site GoToFriendship.org and scroll to the bottom and click on 
Give Now. Doing so will take you to a secure portal where you will 
be asked to create a simple profile, and then allow you to make 
donations through your bank account or debit or credit card! 

The Sanctuary is available - by appointment for 
30 minute increments - on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday between 9:00 AM and 1:30 
PM for prayer and meditation. Please contact 
Donna if you would like to make such an 
appointment. 

Join us on the church Facebook page each Wednesday at 12 noon 
… www.Facebook.com/FriendshipPresbyterianChurch or just 
link to Facebook from our web site GoToFriendship.org  … for a 
live-streamed Midweek Devotional, with scripture, encouragement, 
and prayer. If you miss it live, you can always catch it later by going 
to the Facebook page. Please note that you do NOT need to 
have a Facebook account to view the Midweek Devotion. 

Worship continues each Sunday – completely online! If you 
are on our church e-mail list, you will now receive an 
email in your inbox early on Sunday morning with a 
direct link to the worship service! Or, if you wish, you can 
still simply go to our web site GoToFriendship.org and scroll 
down for the graphic link to it. An archive of past worship 
service videos and printed sermons are available from the 
“Sermons and Newsletters” page of our web site. 

 

mailto:office@gotofriendship.org
http://www.GoToFriendship.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FriendshipPresbyterianChurch
http://www.GoToFriendship.org
http://www.GoToFriendship.org
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Submitted by Leanne Vaeth 

Session Notes 

Pastor Appreciation Day 

Sunday, October 11, 2020 

 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor 
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 1:3 NRSV 

 

While 2020 may be a year we’ll never forget, we are fortunate to have the steady hand of Pastor Tom calming 
some of the tumult; helping us grow our community in new ways, and often showing us a way forward. From 
congregational care and outreach, to introducing new technology so that we may maintain our sense of 
community, to ensuring opportunities for us to care for others through mission work, Pastor Tom and Lisa 
have been there.  

If you’ve watched a service on YouTube, attended a FB Live weekly devotional, participated in Tuesday 
Bible Study or a Forum @ Friendship Zoom presentation, you have felt their presence and no doubt been 
moved by their voices. Though we cannot gather together in person to express our thanks to Pastor Tom and 
Lisa for their leadership and dedication to our congregation, during the month of October the Session invites 
you to reach out by phone, letter, email, or Facebook to share your thoughts with them.  

A word of appreciation, a note of gratitude, a moment of laughter, each can show them how much we care 
and appreciate all they do for us here at Friendship. 

Pastor Tom’s email:  PastorTom@GoToFriendship.org  

Lisa’s email: EMHBuchanan1674@gmail.com   

 Friendship’s participation in the Paycheck Protection Program along with faithful pledge support and 
member gifts over and above their pledges has kept the church’s finances in a much stronger position than 
planned for in our budget. In addition, preschool enrollment increased to 105 while the approved budget 
planned for only 92. If the year holds steady, the additional enrollment will provide a cushion for the 
preschool’s annual operations.  

 Alan White is leading a nominating committee to identify elder candidates for the class of 2023. Alan 
White and Frances Wilson will complete their terms of office in January 2021. 

 Session approved a wedding request from Rebecca Hill for use of the sanctuary on April 24, 2021.  

 Session approved the replacement of existing fire alarm units in the preschool due to their age and being 
past their useful life. Alarm units located in the sanctuary and church halls were replaced a few years ago. 

 The Property Committee is working with the preschool to assess and eliminate water leaks in the building 
and ways to mitigate potential property damage. 

 The Boy Scouts continue to conduct service projects for the church and will hold a Court of Honor on 
September 28th with outdoor seating on the front steps of the church. The Court of Honor recognizes rank 
advancements and those who have earned merit badges during the past year. 

 Volunteers continue to provide in person assistance to ACTS delivering donations from members and 
assisting with preparing items for clients. A fall food drive is being planned.  
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If you have any updates 
or additional prayer 

requests,  

please notify an Elder or 
the Church Office. 

 Jane Towles 

 Rosemary Salter 

 Rhenn Priep 

 Elizabeth Broomfield 

 Grace Hawn 

 Laurelyn Glick 

 Brian Muise 

 Roy and Doots Stephens 

 Rick Inglin 

 Fred Essenwein (friend of Dori Allen—
metastatic melanoma) 

 Lydia Hood (daughter of Marks and Jane 
Towles) 

 Pendley Family (family lost home, cars, and 
all possessions in a house fire on June 29) 

 

 Desmond Goergen (great grandson of Bev 
Davis) 

 Mum and Reggie (friends of Lisa Buchanan) 

 LMHB (dear friend of Lisa Buchanan) 

 Nancy Adams (Sarah Bennett's niece - 
cancer) 

 Richard Weber (loss of his wife Diane - Kathy 
Roberts' best friend) 

 Andrea Williams (throat cancer) 

 Skylar Kirkpatrick (granddaughter of Bev 
Davis) 

 Jennifer Mitchell 

 Jim Miller (Bev Davis' friend - melanoma) 

 Donald Clem (Donna Rigsby's dad - 
Alzheimer's) 

 
The Session has organized all members and friends of Friendship Church into "Care Groups," with 
each Session member having pastoral responsibility for about six or seven households. They will 
reach out to you regularly going forward in love and concern. 
 

If you or someone you know needs help of any kind - practical, spiritual, or emotional - please let us 
know, either by talking with the Elder who is assigned to you and your family, or by contacting Pastor 
Tom directly: PastorTom@GoToFriendship.org or by phone, 404-729-2144. 

mailto:pastortom@gotofriendship.org


 

Page 5 Words of Friendship 

Calling all yarn crafters.  In this day and age of self-isolation it is 
more important than ever that we reach out to our community 
and let them know we are thinking of them and praying for 
them.  The Prayer Shawl Ministry was formed In 1998 for this 
very purpose and I hope to build such a ministry at FPC.  If you 
are interested in participating or would like more information 
please contact me at emhbuchanan1674@gmail.com 

Food Banks around the state are especially in need of 
donations to help families at this time. Members of Friendship 
Presbyterian generously support ACTS through volunteering, 
cash donations, and helping add to its food pantry.  At this 
time, ACTS can use whatever items we can provide including 
non-perishable and canned food items, paper goods, 
clean bedding, or clothing. We ask that you don't make a 
special trip out to the store, please just look on your shelves to 
see if you have something at home that you can spare.  

If you would like to donate please drop off your donations to 
the church office between 8:30-1:30 or email Valerie Vaeth 
at ValerieR@vaeths.com letting us know that you would like a 
porch pick up and provide your home address. Donations can 
be left in a grocery bag on your front porch so that we can 
maintain social distancing. Thank you for your continued 
support of Friendship's mission work. 

mailto:emhbuchanan1674@gmail.com
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We just finished celebrating Spirit Week at the preschool. 

We enjoyed Future Career Day, Friendship Day, Favorite Sports Team Day, Throwback Thursday & 
Freedom Friday. 

On Monday, Spetember 28th- we marked our 30th day of being back in school. 

It has been a wonderful start to the new school year at Friendship Preschool! 
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Scouting at Friendship 

By: Scoutmaster Paul Matthews 

 Troop 149 held our Court of Honor (the first in a year!), outdoors at Friendship on the final Monday of 
September. We recognized 22 ranks advanced, 93 merit badges completed, and several special awards earned 
by our Scouts in the past year. And, our Scouts provided some entertainment with their ever-amusing skits! 

  On the camping front, in late September we 
also collaborated with Troop 537 to hold a two-troop 
fun weekend, at the local Hardigree Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Oconee County. Activities including 
fishing, pioneering, animal and plant identification, 
friendly competitions, and a service project for the 
site – while keeping social distance and following 
safe sanitation protocols. We are gearing up in early 
October for another iteration of our “Wilderness 
Survival” weekend in nearby Morgan Co., in which 
Scouts will build shelters in place of using tents, start 
fires without matches, and cook without utensils—
always a learning experience! And, in November, we 
will “hit the trail” for a backpacking trip, in part because we 
also have the opportunity this winter to sign up again for 
another two weeks of backpacking at Philmont Scout Ranch in 
New Mexico, all the way forward in summer 2022. For 
Summer 2021, by the way, we are looking at a weeklong trip to 
Yellowstone, in addition to our usual week at resident camp at 
Camp Rainey Mountain. 

  Our September meetings were all held outdoors. In 
addition to finishing up many merit badges and ranks, and 
developing “survival” skills, our Scouts have been working on 
Sculpture and Art merit badges as well as Camping and 
Communication. We have also had several service projects for 
Friendship completed or planned, such as removal of items 
from the preschool yard shed, and improving the parking lot 
area. 

 The Cub Scout Pack is also starting back up with fall activities and meetings of the Pack and individual 
Den meetings being scheduled, including at Harris Shoals Park. The Council is also running a fall family 
camping event for Cub Scouts at Camp Rainey Mountain in October. 

  As always, thanks for your continued support of the Troop 
and Pack! 

Scouts working on Sculpture Merit Badge  

Scouts cleaning out the Preschool shed 

Scouts doing a pioneering challenge  
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Giving in September 

 
Week of 
Sept 6 

Week of 
Sept 13 

Week of 
Sept 20 

Week of  
Sept 27 

General Giving $2,974.00 $3,333.80 $1,652.00 $300.00 

Presbyterian 
Disaster Relief 

$200.00    

Friendship Presbyterian Church 

Year-To-Date Through August 2020 

  

Selected Assets and Liabilities  

      Cash in Bank -- General Fund $47,189.18 

      Cash in Bank --Restricted Fund 13,479.11 

  Total Cash in Bank $60,668.29 

  

Restricted Educational Funds $12,748.47 

  

Savings -- New Covenant Securities $52,301.68 

  

Income Statement Summary   

  Receipts from Congregation $11,464.80 

  Dye House Rent 1,748.00 

  Support from Preschool 2,960.75 

  All Other Income 3.34 

Total Receipts $16,176.89 

  

Administration Expenses $2,898.79 

Personnel Expenses 12,641.42 

Membership Development & Care Expenses 0.00 

Discipleship/CE 0.00 

Mission/Bldg & Grounds Expenses 1,007.77 

Worship Expenses 136.46 

 Total Operating Expenses  $16,684.44 

  

 Net Income / (Deficit) (507.55) 



 

Page 9 Words of Friendship 

Names in red-birthdays 
Names in green-anniversaries 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via 

ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

28 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
6:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149-

Court of Honor 

(outdoor) 

29 
Don Harris 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

30 
Amy Ivy 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 

1 
6:00 PM Den 

Meeting 

2 
Church Office 

Closed 

3 

4 
Devon Kitchens 
World Communion Sunday 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via 

ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

5 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

6 
Evelyn 

Montgomery 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

7 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 

8 9 
Church Office 

Closed 
Preschool Fall 

Break 

10 

11 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via 

ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

12 
Church Office 

Closed 
Preschool Fall 

Break 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

13 
Troy & Holly 

Border 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

14 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 

15 
6:00 PM Den 

Meeting 
7:00 PM Pack 

Meeting 

16 
Church Office 

Closed 

17 

18 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via 

ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 
12:00 PM Stated Session 

Meeting via ZOOM 

19 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

20 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

21 
Danielle Norris 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 

22 23 
Church Office 

Closed 

24 
Alan White 

25 
Ted & Doris Walker 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via 

ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

26 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

27 
Fall Meeting of 

Presbytery via 

ZOOM 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

28 
Chester & Anne 

Lee 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
9:30 AM 

Preschool Fall 

Festival 

29 30 
Church Office 

Closed 

31 
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Friendship Presbyterian Church      8531 Macon Highway     Athens, Georgia  30606 

Phone:  (706) 543-6077      Website:  www.gotofriendship.org      Email:  office@gotofriendship.org 

FRIENDSHIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
As followers of Jesus Christ, assured of God’s unconditional love for everyone, we strive to be an accepting and joyful 
community that centers upon worship, encourages personal growth, celebrates diversity, nurtures individual gifts, and 

moves beyond boundaries to share, through service, Jesus’ love, compassion, and justice in an uncertain world.  

Please submit news for 
September’s Newsletter to the 

church office no later than  
Sunday, October 25, 2020.   

Due to office schedule 
submissions after this date may 

not appear in next month’s 
newsletter.   

All submissions are subject to 
editing. 


