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As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to 
live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in 

the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  

Colossians 2:7, NRSV 

 

One of my fondest memories of my early ministry is from when I was 
an Associate Pastor and was responsible for running “Children’s 
Church” once a month. It was November, and so the theme, 
naturally, was “Thanksgiving.”  

After leading some singing and telling a Bible story, I asked the 
children to name some things that they were thankful for. Hands 
went up and I started hearing their answers, which were heartfelt, 
genuine, and pretty unsurprising: 

My Mommy and Daddy 

My baby sister 

God 

My kitty cat Priscilla 

Our pool in the backyard 

My friends 

 … and so forth, and so on. 

But then, Timmy raised his hand. Timmy was among the older kids 
for this group, being a 4

th
 grader, and he had a well-deserved 

reputation for being a bit of a class clown, a wisecracker. A sweet 
kid, certainly, but my expectations were not very high for getting a 
serious answer. 

“OK, Timmy. What are you thankful for?”  

He shouted out with enthusiasm: “I’m thankful for being thankful!” 

 

(continued on page 2) 

mailto:pastortom@gotofriendship.org
https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipPresbyterianChurch/
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Sunday Morning Coffee & Fellowship and  
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

 

On Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM, we gather online on Zoom, for 
fellowship and conversation on the scriptures being read in online 
worship for the day! Tuesday morning Bible study on Zoom also 
continues each week at 10:30 AM. If you would like to join in either 
or both of these opportunities, please send an email to 
PastorTom@GoToFriendship.org … and you’ll be added to the 
Zoom invitation lists each week. 

Worship continues each Sunday – completely online! If you 
are on our church e-mail list, you will now receive an 
email in your inbox early on Sunday morning with a 
direct link to the worship service! Or, if you wish, you can 
still simply go to our web site GoToFriendship.org and scroll 
down for the graphic link to it. An archive of past worship 
service videos and printed sermons are available from the 
“Sermons and Newsletters” page of our web site. 

 

(continued from page 1) 

I don’t know that I have ever been more blown away by something a kid said than I was by Timmy’s 
answer that November Sunday. I was stunned silent for about five seconds! Of course, he probably 
meant it to be funny, but what he said, whether he knew it or not, was profound.  

We can be thankful for any number of things … for the loved ones in our lives, things that we own, or 
for memories and opportunities. Exactly what we are thankful for, of course, varies from person to 
person.  

But then there’s thankfulness – gratitude – itself. We can have many things in our lives, but if we do 
not have genuine thankfulness in our hearts, we can take no joy in them. As the wise contemplative 
David Steindl-Rast once put it, “The root of joy is gratefulness … It is not joy that makes us grateful; it 
is gratitude that makes us joyful.” 

After all these years, the memory of Timmy and his surprising answer endures. He was absolutely 
right. May we always find our joy in our gratitude and be “thankful for being thankful”! 

Grateful to be on the Journey with You, 

Tom Buchanan 

mailto:office@gotofriendship.org
http://www.GoToFriendship.org
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Submitted by Leanne Vaeth 

Session Notes 

The Sanctuary is available - by appointment for 
30 minute increments - on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday between 9:00 AM and 1:30 
PM for prayer and meditation. Please contact 
Donna if you would like to make such an 
appointment. 

Join us on the church Facebook page each Wednesday at 12 noon 
… www.Facebook.com/FriendshipPresbyterianChurch or just 
link to Facebook from our web site GoToFriendship.org  … for a 
live-streamed Midweek Devotional, with scripture, encouragement, 
and prayer. If you miss it live, you can always catch it later by going 
to the Facebook page. Please note that you do NOT need to 
have a Facebook account to view the Midweek Devotion. 

 Stewardship season includes outreach through worship services and a letter to members. The 
stewardship message of the season is “Ever only all for thee”.  

 Continued strong support from the congregation and full enrollment in the preschool is helping 
address many building repairs and maintenance needs that emerged this fall. Development of a 
draft 2021 budget is underway. 

 Oconee State Bank continues to provide updates on possible changes to Paycheck Protection 
Program loan forgiveness requirements that may reduce the reporting burden. Friendship has 
prepared all the documentation currently required and is prepared for close out. 

 Session continues to research and share information on how churches are evaluating options for 
returning to in-person services. Material from NEGA Presbytery, public health officials, 
researchers, and other organizations, as well as consideration of possible health trends during the 
fall and winter are being discussed.  

 Planning and preparation for music and worship services during Advent and Christmas are being 
undertaken. A request was made to Boy Scout Troop 149 to continue the tradition of lighting 
Christmas Eve luminaries so that the public and church members may visit and view the 
presentation from their vehicles.  

 Research on homelessness in the area and ways to support families in crisis is being explored as 
a possible mission focus. A food drive to support ACTS is being conducted during the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas season. 

http://www.Facebook.com/FriendshipPresbyterianChurch
http://www.GoToFriendship.org
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If you have any updates 
or additional prayer 

requests,  

please notify an Elder or 
the Church Office. 

 Jane Towles 

 Rosemary Salter 

 Rhenn Priep 

 Elizabeth Broomfield 

 Grace Hawn 

 Lydia Hood (daughter of Marks and Jane Towles) 

 Desmond Goergen (great grandson of Bev Davis) 

 Nancy Adams (Sarah Bennett's niece - cancer) 

 Jennifer Mitchell 
 

Food Banks around the state are especially in need of 
donations to help families at this time. Members of Friendship 
Presbyterian generously support ACTS through volunteering, 
cash donations, and helping add to its food pantry.  At this 
time, ACTS can use whatever items we can provide including 
non-perishable and canned food items, paper goods, 
clean bedding, or clothing. We ask that you don't make a 
special trip out to the store, please just look on your shelves to 
see if you have something at home that you can spare.  

If you would like to donate please drop off your donations to 
the church office between 8:30-1:30 or email Valerie Vaeth 
at ValerieR@vaeths.com letting us know that you would like a 
porch pick up and provide your home address. Donations can 
be left in a grocery bag on your front porch so that we can 
maintain social distancing. Thank you for your continued 
support of Friendship's mission work. 



 

Page 5 Words of Friendship 

 
The Session has organized all members and friends of Friendship Church into "Care Groups," with 
each Session member having pastoral responsibility for about six or seven households. They will 
reach out to you regularly going forward in love and concern. 
 

If you or someone you know needs help of any kind - practical, spiritual, or emotional - please let us 
know, either by talking with the Elder who is assigned to you and your family, or by contacting Pastor 
Tom directly: PastorTom@GoToFriendship.org or by phone, 404-729-2144. 

Calling all yarn crafters.  In this day and age of self-isolation it is 
more important than ever that we reach out to our community 
and let them know we are thinking of them and praying for 
them.  The Prayer Shawl Ministry was formed In 1998 for this 
very purpose and I hope to build such a ministry at FPC.  If you 
are interested in participating or would like more information 
please contact me at emhbuchanan1674@gmail.com 

mailto:pastortom@gotofriendship.org
mailto:emhbuchanan1674@gmail.com
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It has been another wonderful month at the preschool.  As I sit here typing this, it has been 50 

Days since the start of the school year.  50 days of fun, laughter; of watching children thrive.  

Being able to be here at Friendship for the past 50 Days means so much more than simply 

providing an education.  As humans, we love to be loved.  As educators, we are at our  best when 

we can make personal connections with our students.  We gain trust, kiss boo-boos, high-5 

achievements, hug hello and goodbye, sing silly songs.  All things that are impossible to achive in a 

virtual world.  I have to give thanks to all of the hard working teachers and our amazing 

Friendship Families.  Together, we are taking care of one another to keep our doors open! 
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Scouting at Friendship 
By: Scoutmaster Paul Matthews 

During October, Troop 149 has transitioned weekly meetings to partially-indoors, socially 
distanced, as darkness is falling earlier. We were not able to carry out our intended 
Wilderness Survival weekend due to the threat of severe weather, but are in full swing 
preparing for backpacking on the Appalachian Trail in November. And, in October we also 
conducted additional canoeing training for Scouts and adults planning to canoe in the 
Okefenokee Swamp in January! We are also looking forward to a weeklong trip to Yellowstone 
and Grand Tetons national parks in June 2021, with about 20 Scouts and adults signed up for 
this adventure. And, this winter we will also begin the process of signing up for another 
Philmont Scout Ranch backpacking adventure in June 2022. 

  

The Cub Scout Pack has also started meeting, with Den and Pack get-togethers. The Pack 
took part in the Council’s Fall Family Camping at Camp Rainey Mountain at the end of 
October, too. 

  

Service projects led by our Scouts continue as well. Teddy Vaeth led a group to improve the 
disability parking space area, and Alex Wheeler led a cleanup of the preschool’s shed and 
surroundings; and Ethan Smith is moving forward with an Eagle project plan for improving the 
areas around the church signs. We are also very happy to announce that Nick Wheeler, 
whose project this past spring/summer provided erosion control for the hillside, successfully 
completed his district Eagle Board of Review in October, becoming our troop’s newest Eagle 
Scout! 

  

At troop meetings, recent instruction has focused on camping and backpacking, including safe 
stove use, gear and hiking safety; Aviation merit badge; plant identification; and completion of 
the 12-week Personal Fitness merit badge. In November, we also plan to focus on knots and 
lashings, in preparation for the annual “pumpkin chunkin’” day activity in December, in which 
the Scouts (along with the 5

th
 graders from Pack 149) will build catapults and macro-slingshots 

to launch tennis balls (and maybe some pumpkins!) through the air. Our annual Pancake 
Breakfast with Santa is still under consideration for December; stay tuned for more details/
decision as we get closer. 

  

As always, thanks for your continued support of the Troop and Pack! 
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Giving in October 

 
Week of 

Oct 4 
Week of 
Oct 11 

Week of 
Oct 18 

Week of  
Oct 25 

General Giving $3,357.00 $2,607.00 $1,348.80 $2600.00 

Friendship Presbyterian Church 

Year-To-Date Through September 2020 

  

Selected Assets and Liabilities  

      Cash in Bank -- General Fund $43,815.56 

      Cash in Bank --Restricted Fund 13,400.51 

  Total Cash in Bank $57,216.07 
 

 

Restricted Educational Funds $12,613.84 

  

Savings -- New Covenant Securities $51,100.41 

  

Income Statement Summary   

  Receipts from Congregation $9,711.80 

  Dye House Rent 874.00 

  Support from Preschool 2,960.75 

  All Other Income 8.00 

Total Receipts $13,554.55 

  

Administration Expenses $3,620.10 

Personnel Expenses 12,612.57 

Membership Development & Care Expenses 0.00 

Discipleship/CE 0.00 

Mission/Bldg & Grounds Expenses 695.26 

Worship Expenses 0.00 

 Total Operating Expenses  $16,927.93 

  

 Net Income / (Deficit) ($3,373.38) 

 
Online giving is available on our web site! This is an easy, safe, and secure way 
to make donations to the church, without having to go to the trouble of writing 
and mailing a check. Simply go to our web site GoToFriendship.org and scroll to 
the bottom and click on Give Now. Doing so will take you to a secure portal 
where you will be asked to create a simple profile, and then allow you to make 

donations through your bank account or debit or credit card! 

http://www.GoToFriendship.org
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Names in red-birthdays 
Names in green-anniversaries 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Daylight-Saving Time Ends 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

2 
John Norris 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

3 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

4 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:00 AM 

Preschool Chapel 

5 
Clare Newcomer 
6:00 PM Den 

Meeting 

6 
Church Office 

Closed 
Leon Allen 

7 

8 
Jason & Lizbet Adams 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

9 
Austin Ivy 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

10 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

11 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:00 AM 

Preschool Chapel 

12 13 
Church Office 

Closed 
Don & Shirley 

Harris 

14 

15 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

12:00 PM Stated Session 

Meeting—via Zoom 

 

 

16 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

17 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

18 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
9:00 AM 

Preschool 

Thanksgiving 

Feast 

19 
9:00 AM 

Preschool 

Thanksgiving 

Feast 
6:00 PM Den 

Meeting 
7:00 PM Pack 

Meeting 

7:00 PM The 

Forum @ 

Friendship –via 

ZOOM 

20 
Church Office 

Closed 

21 

22 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

23 
Preschool 

Thanksgiving 

Break 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

24 
Preschool 

Thanksgiving 

Break 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

25 
Church Office 

Closed 
Preschool 

Thanksgiving 

Break 

26 
Church Office 

Closed 
Kathy Roberts 
Preschool 

Thanksgiving 

Break 

27 
Church Office 

Closed 
Preschool 

Thanksgiving 

Break 

28 

29 
Advent 
Monica Graham 
Penny Overcash 
9:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Coffee & Fellowship - via ZOOM 
11:00 AM Worship Service-

ONLINE 

30 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
7:00 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 149 

1 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study - via 

ZOOM 

2 
Carol McKillip 
9:00 AM Open 

Sanctuary - by 

appointment only 
10:00 AM 

Preschool Chapel 

3 
Frances Wilson 
6:00 PM Den 

Meeting 

4 
Church Office 

Closed 

5 
Walt Sanders 
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Friendship Presbyterian Church      8531 Macon Highway     Athens, Georgia  30606 

Phone:  (706) 543-6077      Website:  www.gotofriendship.org      Email:  office@gotofriendship.org 

FRIENDSHIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
As followers of Jesus Christ, assured of God’s unconditional love for everyone, we strive to be an accepting and joyful 
community that centers upon worship, encourages personal growth, celebrates diversity, nurtures individual gifts, and 

moves beyond boundaries to share, through service, Jesus’ love, compassion, and justice in an uncertain world.  

Please submit news for 
September’s Newsletter to the 

church office no later than  
Sunday, November 29, 2020.   

Due to office schedule 
submissions after this date may 

not appear in next month’s 
newsletter.   

All submissions are subject to 
editing. 


